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SPC STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER

The new 3-story 48,000-square-foot student services facility on
the Gibbs campus of St. Petersburg College was designed to
provide students with a unique centralized hub for all the
essential services they would need under one roof. The design
encourages collaboration and embodies the college’s focus on
community offering an open concept for students, employees
and visitors.

GLAZING SCOPE

Rhyno Glass performed the project’s extensive interior and
exterior glazing scope which included a 2-story curtain wall
feature, glass partitions and glass fronts for offices, classrooms
and meeting rooms. The exterior curtainwall created an indoor/
outdoor connection offering expansive views of the lake at the
front of the campus.

OVERCOMING CODE CHALLENGES

Understanding complex building codes and the importance of design intent and
budget is paramount for all high-level subcontractors and one of the reasons Rhyno
Glass was selected for this institutional project.

The project required portions of the 2-
story exterior curtainwall feature to
achieve a 60-min fire rating. To add
complexity to this challenge, the
curtainwall also had to meet hurricane
impact requirements and free span 26
feet without intermediate support.
Utilizing a fire and impact-rated pre
manufactured curtainwall product
would not only be cost prohibitive, but
it would be nearly impossible to find a
pre manufactured option to free span
the distance required. The problem needed a contemporary, creative and cost-
effective engineering solution to accomplish the visionary goals of the design team.
Muguruza. "The doors themselves are unbelievable; they are beautiful doors; the
hardware is stunning. Their dramatic size is what makes the space look the way it
does." With the ultimate in hurricane-rated glazing, the owners can rest easy. The
tenants enjoy the natural light that flows effortlessly into the once dark lobby.

SOLUTION ORIENTED APPROACH

Rhyno Glass designed and installed a fire glazing technique involving the
reconfiguration of the curtainwall design to include monolithic sheets of safety glass
mounted to the inside mullions of the curtainwall to create a flat uninterrupted surface.
This, combined with a deluge fire sprinkler system, allows water to disperse evenly
down the inside face of the glass wall in the event of smoke or fire. By creating an
interior butt glazed glass “cover”, the horizontal curtainwall mullions do not hinder
water discharge from the deluge system allowing water to cascade freely, covering
the wall in its entirety and achieving a uniform flow of water from top to bottom.

This design eliminated the need for fire-rated glass in that area, successfully
achieving the 60-minute fire rating, hurricane impact requirements and providing a
substantial cost savings.
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TEAMWORK

As a design-builder, Wannemacher Jensen recognizes the value
and expertise that comes when you partner with subcontractors
like Rhyno Glass. “Our ability to bring innovative solutions to
complex problems is one of the reasons we become involved so
early in the design process. We find that the closer we
collaborate, the better the end result.” stated Wyatt Castellvi
President of Rhyno Glass.
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The glazing systems used on
the project and installed by
Rhyno Glass:

- YKK YCH 300 SSG Impact
Resistant Curtain Wall System

- YKK 50 FI Impact Resistant
Storefront System

- YKK YES 45 FS (Flushed
Glazed) Storefront System

- TGP Designer Series 45-
minute Fire Rated Interior
Doors

- SaftiFirst GPX Fire Rated
Impact Doors
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